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Japanese Language Requirement Guidelines for COE Application

According to the requirements released by the Tokyo Immigration Bureau in April 2026,
Japanese language school applicants must obtain a valid N5-level Japanese proficiency test

certificate or demonstrate basic Japanese ability equivalent to N5-level or above.

Meko Japanese Language School — Shinjuku Campus has identified two pathways for

prospective students to meet this new COE requirement:

Option 1: Japanese Language Proficiency Test Certificate

We accept the following recognized tests:
Recommended (Highly Recognized)
e JLPT: N5 or higher
e NAT-TEST: Level 5+
e J.TEST: Grade F/250+ FG level
e JLCT:JCT5+
« BJT: 300+
Other Accepted Tests
e TOP]J: Beginner Level A+
o J-cert: Beginner level+
e JPT: 315+ or Elementary 68+
e PJC Bridge: C- or higher
e STBJ: 350+
e JT:JT5+
e S-JEP (JPET): 300+



Where Can You Take These Tests?
Most accepted tests are available in various countries:
e JLPT — Available worldwide (80+ countries)
e NAT-TEST — Asia (e.g. Nepal, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka)
o J.TEST — Asia + selected regions
e JLCT — Expanding across Asia
*Availability and locations where these tests are offered are subject to change. Please

check the official website of each testing authority for the latest information.

Option 2: Internal Online Test and Interview

In place of Option 1, applicants may choose to complete and pass an online written test
and interview conducted by the Meko International Admissions Department.
This internal assessment consists of two parts, each accounting for 50% of the total score.

An overall score of 60% or above is considered passing.

Part I: Online Written Test

As an alternative to official Japanese proficiency tests, Meko offers an original N5-level
online test that allows applicants to demonstrate their Japanese language ability.
- The test consists of 30 multiple-choice questions, randomly selected from the N5
question bank prepared by our admissions office.
- The time limit is 60 minutes.

- The passing score is 60%.

Once the applicant is prepared for the test, the Meko administrative team will provide a

test link. Applicants who pass the written test will proceed to Part II (interview).

If the applicant does not pass on the first attempt, a second attempt is permitted. Each

applicant is permitted a maximum of two test attempts.



Part II: Online Interview

Applicants must complete and pass the online interview at least three weeks before the

application deadline. The interview consists of two sections:

1. Listening & Selection Section
- The interviewer will read five questions, each with answer choices (A-D).

- Applicants must listen carefully and select the correct answer.

2. Speaking Section
- Applicants will answer simple conversational questions in Japanese.
- Questions are based on basic N5-level topics (please refer to the sample question
list provided).

- All responses must be given in Japanese.
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